In the Fen Country by Ralph Vaughan Williams (New Philharmonia 

Orchestra, Sir Adrian Boult, conductor, WNCN) 

Near the junction of two old roads which link Bradford with 

Wakefield and Dewsbury with Leeds and the world was Gothic 

and the most popular Horse Fair in Yorkshire was first held. 

Down Ampney is in England and is it in the fen country: Fen: 

noun / OE fenn; akin to OHG fenna fen, Skt panka mud_/: low land 

covered wholly or partly with water unless artificially drained. 

And Vaughan Williams and Bart6k and Kodaly and Holst went into 

the field in order to collect the native music of their countries 

and they were all looking for indigenous music and non-foreign 

music and Vaughan Williams discovered some Tudor folk songs in 

1904 and he became a member of the Folk-Song Society and by 

saturating himself in English folk songs Vaughan Williams freed 

himself of foreign influences and the English folk song became 

a stimulus for him and his response was not merely adaptation and 

quotation of those songs in symphonic form but rather they were 

points of departure. Form and the folk song is an expression 

of the inner state of a country and its form is national and by 

studying the folk song Vaughan Williams became more English 

and his response to the world was stimulated by English-ness 

and his response to the world was not foreign and that is why 

his symphonic compositions are not propaganda. The stimuli 

were English and the response goes beyond the limits of the 

English-world and if the response does not exceed the limits of 

one's own world and nation then one is writing propaganda and 

Vaughan Williams was fond of a quotation of Gustav Stresemann 

who said that "The man who serves humanity best is he who, rooted 

in his own nation, develops his spiritual and moral endowments 

to their highest capacity, so that growing beyond the limits of 

his own nation he is able to give something to the whole of 

humanity." Englishness and all valid works of art are both national 

and non-national and particular and universal and Vaughan Williams 

said that "If the roots of your art are firmly planted in your own 

soil and that soil has anything individual to give to you, you 

may still gain the whole world and not lose your own soul." And 

Vaughan Williams went into the fen country and addressed humanity. 
(L'Aire: 9-17-75) 





